Northwest Tee-Ball Championship Ground Rules


	RULE
	INTERPRETATION

	C. 1. TBAWA rules [latest edition] shall apply for all NWC matches
	

	C. 2. Teams may nominate at registration for the championships a maximum of 13 players, with a minimum of 3 girls.

Registration closes 1 hour before the first game.
	You do not have to bring 13 players, but you may if you wish and using rule 9.2 [2001 version] substitution & play the 13th player. The intent of this rule in the Northwest Championships is that the 13th player shall only sit off for ½ of a game. In each game you should use two different players for the substitution. This will make it fair for all players in the team.
It really helps the registrar out if you can forward a list of names to her/him as early as possible. You may alter your list up to cut off time, (1 hour before the commencement of the first game of the carnival) it just helps the registrar out, by not having the details of 220 names to punch into the computer at the last minute.

	Each fielding and batting innings shall consist of a minimum of 2 girls
	

	Where an injury occurs to a player during the current game, no penalty shall apply in accordance to TBAWA rules. The injured player may be substituted [if available] If substitution occurs then the balance of the side must still contain a minimum of 2 girls on the diamond.
	Players injured prior to the Carnival should not be included in the team. Utilise your 13th player to fill this spot on the roster. 



	In all subsequent games, regardless of injury, a minimum of two [2] girls must appear in the batting line up. If she is unable to take her place at bat, she becomes an automatic out.
	Sadly, some coaches have seen girls as a weak link and have gone to great lengths to avoid playing them. The intent of this rule is to prevent that from happening.

	C. 3. A minimum of twelve [12] names of which a minimum of two [2] is girls, will appear on the batting line up for start of each game. Less than 12 players are listed, then there place is regarded as automatic outs, with the exceptions of incapacitated players, who present a medical certificate, or obtain special dispensation from the protests committee.
	The minimum of 12 players is again designed to stop unscrupulous coaches exploiting the spirit of the game and only putting their best 9 on the diamond.

Common sense has to apply, if a player has become incapacitated during the course of the game, (who are injured during the Carnival – not pre existing injuries) the next game might be only 30 minutes away, then it is highly unlikely that a medical certificate could be produced in that time. Like wise that the protest committee could be found and decision made before the start of the next game, especially at towns where the championships are played over different venues.

Example, Team A versus team player from team A becomes ill during game.

Next game team A plays team C.

Team A has witness from team B who tells the new plate umpire everything is legitimate. Plate umpire instructs scorers to close up the batting line up without penalty.

Registrar is notified via score cards



	C. 4. Age groups shall be as follows-

JUNIORS: 9 years and under girls

                 8 years and under boys

INTER’S 11 & 10 year old girls

                   9 & 10 year old boys

SENIORS 12 & 13 year old girls

                 11 & 112 year old boys
	

	RULE
	INTERPRETATION

	C. 5 The cut off date for age groups are as follows.

In 2004, the player must have turned 6 by June 30. For all other age groups it shall be 31st December

In 2005: 6 & 7 year olds cut off date will be June 30. For all other age groups it shall be 31st December

In 2006: 6, 7 & 8 year olds cut off date will be June 30. For all other age groups it shall be 31st December

In 2007: 6,7,8 & 9 year olds, cut off date will be June 30. For all other age groups it shall be 31st December

In 2008: 6,7,8,9 & 10 year olds, cut off date will be June 30. For all other age groups it shall be 31st December

In 2009: 6,7,8,9,10 & 11 year olds, cut off date will be June 30. For all other age groups it shall be 31st December

In 2010: 6,7,8,9,10,11 & 12 year olds, cut off date will be June 30. For all other age groups it shall be 31st December

In 2011: 6,7,8,9,10,11,12 & 13 year olds, cut off date will be June 30. For all other age groups it shall be 31st December
	The North West Presidents voted on this at Hedland 2003. Keeps it in line with the school years

	C. 6. All batters, base runners, catchers and pitchers in all age groups will wear helmets. All pitchers will wear chest plates. When in the opinion of the plate umpire, a runner deliberately removes their helmet, “Time” shall be called and the ball shall be dead. All runners are returned to the base they just left. If this happens prior to reaching first base, the runner will be given out. Facemasks for the pitcher are to be encouraged, but not compulsory. 
	There will be no exception to this rule. Refer to rule 8.5 – Fielders wearing helmets.

	C. 7. Seniors and intermediates will use a standard baseball. Juniors will use a practise rubber ball. [Kapok]
	

	C.8. There will be no practise swings after play ball has been called. Rule 7.1.c 1 strike on the batter who has a practise swing after the call of “play ball”
	

	C.9. Yellow safety bags are to be used on all diamonds at first base. All outs must be made on the white. Yellow is for the runner. For safety reasons, none of the base are to be pegged. 
	

	C.10. Nobody is permitted to drink, eat or smoke on the playing field while play is in progress. All officials shall wear closed in shoes, hats and neat attire.
	Officials, umpires, coaches assistants etc. Towns hosting the Carnival shall make all areas in the vicinity of the playing areas smoke and alcohol free

	C. 11.Neutral umpires shall umpire all plates wherever possible.
	

	C.12. Each town wishing to compete, may nominate [1] team per age group
	We should consider the boundaries for inclusion in the NWC. The Northwest officially starts at the 26th Parallel (South of Carnarvon) Towns such as Carnarvon, Exmouth, Onslow, Broome etc should be considered



	RULE
	INTERPRETATION

	C.13.The following points associated with the organisation of the game are recommended: -

(a) Host town to provide ample shade and water.

(b) Scorer’s protection nets to be provided at all diamonds.

(c) Each team to be accompanied by a plate umpire.

(d) Each team to supply a base umpire for each game

(e) Host rotation should go, coast, inland, coast, inland etc

(f) All tees used in the Northwest Carnival shall be the standard fold away Tee (Reliance type) 
	If the host town is light on for resources, it may ask visiting towns for assistance.

Added at Presidents meeting, Tom Price 2000 

Hedland, Paraburdoo, Karratha, Tom Price, Wickham, Newman (if possible)
Tees should be provided by the host town for each diamond and only those tees shall be used. No alterations to the tee shall be permitted. (Discussed and agreed at Hedland President’s meeting 2003) Host town to have enough spare heads to cover any damage.

	C.14. If less than 12 players at the start of the game, missing players are “AUTOMATIC OUTS”, the exception being incapacitated players who present a medical certificate to the official table or obtain dispensation form the Northwest committee.
	Added at Presidents Meeting, Hedland 2003

	
	


